[image: image1.png]



F-1 Student Visa Application Process

The following information explains the process to apply for the F-1 student visa.  

Please read carefully. If you have any further questions at all, please contact the school directly:

LSI Boston bos@lsi.edu + 1 617 542-3600

LSI SF/Berkeley ber@lsi.edu +1 510 841 4695

LSI New York nyc@lsi.edu +1 212 965 9940

LSI San Diego san@lsi.edu +1 619 234 2881

Applying for an F-1 Student Visa – General Information
LSI can assist students with the application for F-1 Student Visas. To apply for an F-1 visa, you will need a SEVIS I-20 from LSI. The SEVIS I-20 is a certificate of eligibility for non-immigrant, F-1 student status. 

LSI will issue a SEVIS I-20 to students who are enrolled into a full-time course at LSI and have shown proof of financial support. 

Both our Standard 20 (20 lessons per week) and Intensive 30 (30 lessons per week) programs are considered full-time. In order to provide proof of financial support you must complete and submit the I-20 application form, which you will receive when you enroll at LSI. 

The visa application process and required documents may differ depending upon the specific consular office in your home country. For further details please locate your local U.S. Consulate at: http://travel.state.gov
Application Process

Step I – Book a Course

· Book a course at an LSI school in the USA (Boston, SF/Berkeley, New York or San Diego). You can book a course securely on-line with a credit card, or contact the school for alternative methods of payment. 

· You need to pay the total fees for the course before we can issue the I-20 document. 

· If your visa is denied at any point, LSI will refund you all of the fees except the $120 registration fee ($100 or 10% of tuition fees in New York) and any other additional costs incurred by LSI (e.g. courier fee).   
Step II – I-20 Application Form

· You will then receive enrolment forms and the I-20 application form from the school. Further instructions will also be repeated on the I-20 application form.
· Fax or email the required financial documents and a passport copy to the school (Please see I-20 application form for the financial documents required).  Please note that the United States government requires that you demonstrate sufficient funds to cover all expenses including tuition fees and living expenses. We estimate this to be $250 per week in Boston, SF/Berkeley or San Diego, and $300 per week in New York. Funding may come from your own personal account, a private sponsor’s account, and/or scholarships/loans that have been approved. 
· We will then send you the original copy of your I-20 by regular mail. It should take from 10-14 days to arrive. We can also courier the I-20 document to you in 2-4 business days for an extra fee of $50.
Step III – Make an Appointment at the US Consulate

· When you receive the I-20, the SEVIS number will be in the upper right hand corner of the document, beginning with N000. You will need this number to go online and pay your SEVIS fee at www.ice.gov/sevis/index.htm. Choose the tab for international students, and then choose the link to pay the 901 fee. Print out the receipt. 

· Call your nearest American Consulate promptly and schedule an appointment for the F-1 student visa interview. You will need you SEVIS number and SEVIS fee payment receipt. 

· It is important to know that applications may take longer to process than in the past. During summer months, the consulates are very busy and appointments can fill quickly.

Step IV - Interview

Once you have obtained an I-20 from LSI and made the appointment, you will need to take the following documents to a U.S. Consulate:

· Form I-20: Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant F-1 Student Status

· Passport: The passport must be valid for travel to the United States and be valid for at least six months beyond your intended period of stay in the United States.

· Financial documents

· An Application Form DS-156 and DS-158 - These forms are available without charge at all U.S. Consular Offices.

· An Application Form DS-157: Please check requirements for your country.

· One Photograph (2 inches by 2 inches square, showing both ears, and taken within the last 6 months)

· Application Fee 
You must also present the first three documents to an immigration inspector at the U.S. Port of Entry. 
Please note

· F-1 students can enter the U.S. up to 30 days before the program start date listed on the SEVIS I-20 form

· F-1 students can apply for a visa up to 120 days before their start date
· Canadian Citizens may obtain their F-1 visas at the port of entry. Canadian Citizens may present their I-20, passport and additional supporting financial documents to the U.S. Immigration Inspector at the U.S. Port of Entry.

